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ON THE 
PRESENT HIGH PRICE 
| OF 
BREAD. 
Price 3d.; 7 welve for 25, 6d. ; or One Guinea per Hundred 


AN 
ADDRESS, 


Sc. 


HERE is no man who has the welfare of his 
country at heart, and who has reflected upon 
the diſtreſſes which the high price of proviſions 
muſt occaſion among a numerous claſs of the peo- 
ple, who does not feel moſt ſincerely anxious to 
alleviate their misfortunes during the preſent year, 
and to find, if poſſible, the means of averting ſo 
great a calamity for the future. The firſt ſtep 
towards attaining ſo deſirable an object, is to 
trace, as accurately as ye can, the cauſes from 
whence this calamity ſprings. If error be perſiſted 
in, and acted upon, inſtead of adding to our ſup- 
plies, it will, in its confequences, deſtroy thoſe 


already in our poſſeſſion; | it will aggravate the evil 


ED 


it affects to cure, and will convert ſcarcity into 


real famine. 

That there was a deficiency in the wheat crop 
of laſt year (however confidently denied at the 
time) is now no longer matter of opinion. The 


importation of above 1, 200, ooo quarters of wheat 


and flour (probably full one ſixth of the conſump- 
tion), the ſparing uſe of the article during the 
year, and the ſmall ſtock on hand at the period 
of an early harveſt, render that fact indiſputable. 
Some increaſe in the average price of this arti- 
cle, beyond that of former times, is to be accounted 
for by the uſual quantity produced not being equal 
to the general demand; and the preſent high price 
is chiefly to be traced to the deficiency in*the pre- 
ſent crop, and to the old crop being exhauſted 
before the preſent harveſt could be brought into 


uſe; though other circumſtances have contributed 


ſill further to advance the price. 

The importation and exportation accounts of 
the Cuſtom-houſe clearly demonſtrate that the an- 
nual average produce of wheat, in this country, is 
not ſufficient for the annual demand: beſides 
which, to the ordinary deficiency of our pro- 
duce, it appears that, in this year, as well as the 
laſt, is to be added the misfortune of a produce 
below the average. 

If we fairly conſider the ſubject, can we wonder 


that this ſhould be the nature af the information 
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which has been obtained * The weather, in the 
months of June and July, was ſo remark- 
ably fine, that every body cried out that the 


harveſt muſt be abundant. People forgot that 
the ſeed- time, the moſt important ſeaſon for the 


farmer, had been particularly unfavourable ; and 


that it had produced in many places an evil which 
no ſubſequent fine weather could remedy, that of 
preventing him from ſowing the ſame quantity of 
land which he would have done in a more favour- 
able ſeaſon. It muſt alſo be obſerved, that though 
the fine weather enabled ſome of the farmers in 
the ſouthern parts of the country to get in their 
harveſt much earlier than uſual, in the northern 
parts the wheat was too backward to permit the 
farmer to take advantage of the ſame ſeaſon; 
and even in many diſtricts where the har- 
veſt was the earlieſt, it has been found that the 
very warm weather ſetting in ſo ſoon in the year, 
had the effect of ripening the corn before it had 
reached its full growth; that much of it does 
not yield well in threſhing ; and that the farmer, 
with his carly and well-houſed hatveſt, has r | 
reaped a diminiſhed crop. 

At the preſent moment, however, other circum- 
ſtances concur to contribute to the high price of 
wheat, and may naturally have raiſed it much 

higher, for a time, than the ſtate of the crop 


alone would * The old ſtock of corn was 
nearly 


C83 
nearly exhauſted at the period of the harveſt of 


the preſent year. The ſeed-time this year has 


been as favourable as that of the laſt was unpro- 
pitious, a circumſtance in itſelf very ſatisfactory, 
but which has neceſſarily produced a more than 
_ uſual demand for ſeed ; the high price at the ſame 
time has naturally induced the farmer to ſow a 
greater quantity of wheat, and the failure of the 
turnip crops in ſome parts, has left more land 
than uſual in a ſtate to receive it, while the cir- 
cumſtance of the ſeaſon, and the peculiar fineneſs 
of the. weather, have given ſo much employment 
out of doors, as to interfere, in ſome degree, with 
threſhing the greateſt poſſible quantity of corn. 
Theſe circumſtances are ſufficient to account 
for exceſſive dearneſs at the preſent moment, 
even on the ſuppoſition of the harveſt having 
been abundant; and they afford us reaſonable 
ground to expect that the preſent very high price 
will not be of long duration, provided that we 
take ſuch meaſures as are within our reach towards 
making good the exiſting deficiency. 


The ſame conſiderations are ſufficient to account 


for the high price of proviſions in general, without 
imputing it to the tricks and practices of monopo- 
liſts. To ſay that ſuch men do not exiſt would be 
nearly as abſurd as to join the cry we have lately 


heard—* that they dwell in every ſtreet, and infeſt 


ny market. In the trade of corn, the dealers 
43 are 
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are too numerous to allow the ſchemes of ſuch 
men to be frequently ſucceſsful ; nine times out 
of ten they muſt be loſers by the neee of. 
| the fair trader, 

But if monopoly has not materially contri- 
buted to aggravate the evil we endure, have the. 
ſpeculations. of the farmer, the corn-dealer, or 
the miller, tended to this point? or is the ca- 
pital of any one of cheſe deſcriptions of . f 
as it has been repteſented, unneceſſarily, and 
cherefore injuriouſly, employed in the corn- trade? 

If the farmer were obliged to ſell all the corn 
he brought to market to the conſumer, and if the 
conſumer could only purchaſe of the farmer, what 
would be the conſequence? In an overſtocked 
market the farmer muſt be ruined, and in an ill- 
ſupplied market the conſumer muſt ſtarve. Hence 
ariſes the neceſſity of the employment of the capi- 
tal of the middle man, (called by the ignorant a 
monopoliſt,) who, by affording the farmer a 
certain ſale, enables him to ſell cheaper; and 
who, becauſe he. purchaſes more than he con- 
ſumes, has the means of furniſhing the market 
with whatever the demand may require. No large 
city could be adequately ſupplied without the in- 
tervention of theſe middle men, who have lately 
been repreſented as interfering without neceſſity, 
and have been treated by a miſguided mob as ob- 
Ea of public odium and deteſtation. 


Farmers 


(2-3 


Farmers and other dealers in corn have been 
faid to have kept that article in ſtore lately more 
than in ordinary times, and ſo to have held up the 


price. But are we ſure this is an evil? Is not, 
in the time of ſcarcity, the intereſt of the dealer 


in corn and that of the public, in a great degree 
the ſame? If he brought his corn to mar- 
ket, as in A plentiful year, the whole corn of 
the country would be conſumed in the firſt few 
months: a ſcanty crop ſhould be ſpread ſparingly. 
over every part of the year, and it is the high 
price that ſaves any of it to the end. As to the 
idea of a combination of -farmers to hoard their 


corn, it is chimerical ; they do not communicate. 
enough with each other to combine; and if they 


did communicate, their numbers and their differ- 


ent circumſtances would-preclude the poſſibility of 


ſuch a practice: they were never ſuppoled to have 
hoarded more upon ſpeculation than in the laſt 
twelve months, and yet the old ock of corn was 
never ſo nearly exhauſted on it appearance of 
the new crop as in the preſent ſcaſon. 

The miller alſo has been ſuppoſed, in theſe 
times of ſcarcity, to have made unjuſt profits: 
like that of all other trades, his profit is the 
largeſt when the capital he employs is greateſt, 
or, in other words, when the article in which 
he deals is deareſt. In times of abundance there 
s a competition of ſellers, all looking for a 
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living profit; in times of ſcarcity there is a com- 
petition of hoarders, all looking for a rifing price. 
But this has its limits. If a dealer hoards too 
long, he is a loſer, and has only enabled his com- 
petitors to get the high price. This 1s the nature 
of all trades of ſpeculation, and ſuch is neceſſarily, 
in a great degree, the trade of the miller. 

It is impoſſible, however, to conſider the ſtate 
of this country without perceiving other caufes 
which operate to raiſe the price of every article, 
and particularly of thoſe of conſtant demand. 
The wealth of the nation itſelf, aftonifhingly in- 
creafed of late by the extenſion of our commerce, 
and the number of rich competirors in the market, 
| muſt neceffarily produce this effect. But is this an 
argument againft a nation enriching itſelf "of the 
induflry of its inhabitants ? | 

Does the wealth of the nation then do us no harm 
in raifing the price of wheat ? Not if the price of 
every other thing is ſuffered to bear its due and re- 
lative proportion. If, for inſtance, the wages of la- 
bour do not, in general, enable the labourer to main- 
tain himſelf as he did formerly, his wages ought to 
be raiſed; it is a decided proof that the riſe of 
wages has not kept pace with the average in- 
_ creaſe of the price of thoſe articles which are 
neceſſary to his ſupport, or, in other words, that his 
wages haye not been raiſed as the value of money 
haas been depreciated : but raiſe his wages' to that 
level, 


(9) 


level, the nominal value of money is of no conſe- 
quence to him ; his condition, except in years of 
extraordinary ſcarcity, produced by the ſeaſons, 
remains the ſame ; he conſiders the poſſeſſion of 
a ſhilling now, as he did that of ſixpence thirty 
or forty years ago, becauſe he earns it with the 
' ſame eaſe, and becauſe it TIES him the . 
neceſſaries of life. 5 - 
It is not meant that the price of wages ſhould be 
raiſed according to the preſent high price of wheat 
Certainly not; a temporary difficulty may be met 
bya temporary remedy; but the rate of wages ſhould 
be fixed according to the ordinary price of wheat, 
or of that grain which is the common ſuſtenance of 
the labourer in the diſtrict, Whatever is the ſtate 
of the crop, the labourer ſurely is -entitled to 
his proportion of the ſupply ; if his wages be 
thus ſettled, that proportion will be leſs, as it 
ought to be, in a ſeaſon of extraordinary ſcarcity 
and high price, than in one of abundance: the 
difference on ſuch an emergency ſhould be made 
up to him, by the gratuity of his employer, in 
any. other article of food, by the bounty and 
voluntary contribution of individuals, of which we 
have ſeen ſuch general proofs, and by the judi- 
cious application of parochial relief, N to 
ſuch peculiar circumſtances. 
In all times thoſe who have oppoſed a war, have 
im mputed to it every calamity which has taken place 
during 
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during its continuance; of courſe it is ſaid to be 
the great and leading cauſe of the diſtreſs ariſing 
from the preſent high price of proviſions. But 
how it produces this effect, thoſe who make the 
aſſertion never condeſcend to tell us. They 
would readily admit, that as the war conti- 
nues its influence ſhould increaſe. How, then, 
did it happen, that in the courſe of the years 
1795 and 1796, when the war could not have 
had any great effect, the price of wheat was ex- 
ceſſively high; and in the years 1797 and 1798, 
when that influence, we ſhould ſuppoſe, would 
have conſiderably increaſed, it was, perhaps, even 
lower than thoſe who wiſh to encourage its growth 
could deſire? But let thoſe who maintain this opi- 
nion look at the price of wheat in every year from 
the beginning of the century to the preſent time. If 
that opinion were correct, a number of years of war 
mult be clearly and evidently marked by a riſe in 
the price, much more confiderable than that 
which took place in the ſame number of years of 
peace. The influence of war would not only 
be general, but it would particularly affect the 
price in the years of its continuance. What is 
the fact? In the riſe which took place in the 
courſe of the century, the operation of war is 
ſcarcely, if at all, perceptible: and it was about 
the year 1767, and during a period of profound 
peace, when we loſt our exportation trade, and 

when 


Cn}. 


when that neceſſity of importation firſt began, 
which has fince riſen to ſo alarming a height. 

If it be ſaid that in time of war a certain 
number of perſons conſume more as ſoldiers 
and ſailors, than they would. in, other employ- 
ments in time of peace, the amount of that: 
trifling exceſs, as far as it goes, is fairly to be 
placed to the account; but it muſt be recollected 
alſo, that many of theſe perſons are fed by ſup- 
plies bought abroad, and which, if the war did 
not exiſt, would not be obtained. Our navy 
upon diſtant ſtations is chiefly ſupplied by pur- 
chaſes made upon the ſpot; and the whole quantity 
of wheat purchaſed in England by the Commiſſion- 
ers of Victualling, from the beginning of this year to 
the preſent period, does not amount to one four- 
teenth part of the quantity which has been im- 
ported within the ſame time. If it be meant that 
the war, in transferring to this country ſo great a 
part of the commerce of the world, has transferred 
with it great additional wealth, and that this has 
produced high price The weight of this conſi- 
deration is already admitted. 

If the taxes impoſed during the preſent war 
be repreſented to have produced the high price 
of proviſions, it ſeems natural to ſuppoſe that 
taxes would have had the ſame. effect in for- 
mer wars; and yet it appears, by the price of 
wheat . the century, which has been men- 

tioned, 
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tioned, and as far as the price of that article 
governs that of others, that my had not that 
effect. 

The high price of wheat 1 of bread i is not 
then the effect of monopoly and combination 
is not the effect of the ſpeculations of the far- 
mer, the corn-dealer, or the miller is not the 
confequence of the war. All theſe things have 
their weight in the fcale, but that weight is 
not great or preponderating. It is the effect 
of an ordinary conſumption exceeding our or- 
dinary produce, and of a produce, in the laſt 
and in the preſent years, below the average; 
the price is full further augmented by the in- 
creaſed wealth of the nation, and the conſequent 
depreciation in the value of money. The reme- 
dies for this evil of ſcarcity and high price are not 
to inflame the mob againſt monopoliſts — to 
reſtrain the freedom of the trade in corn, or to 

fetter and check the commerce of the nation. The 
obvious remedies are, the more limited ufe of 
| wheat; and a further encouragement to the im- 
portation of it; and the extenſion of our corn 
land, by the removal of every impediment which 
obſtructs general encloſure, and by taking fuch 
meaſures as woũld tend to give greater en- 
couragement to cultivation. To meet the dif- 
ficulty of the preſent year, other meaſures 
may be neceſſary, and Parliament will adopt 
ſuch 
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ſuch as are ſuited to the degree of ſcarcity 
which prevails. The uſe of wheat ſhould be 
prohibited in every mode which does not tend 


to the food of man; and a poſitive law may be 
neceſſary to limit the conſumption, and perhaps 
no wheat ſhould be permitted to be ground 
into flour out of which any part ſhould be taken 
except the bran, or without the mixture of a cer- 
tain proportion of other grain; and means ſhould 
be adopted to appropriate a larger proportion of 
barley and oats to the food of man. As to a 
maximum, fortunately it is as impracticable as it 
would be unjuſt and impolitic; it would do more 
to diſcourage agriculture, and to ſtarve the peo- 
ple, than any meaſure which has been ſuggeſted. 
This plan was tried in France; it failed : and the 
meaſure was revoked to fave the page from 
abſolute famine. 

There ſeems alſo to be an objection to a 
meaſure which has been taken, with the very 
beſt intentions, by gentlemen in different parts 
of the country—that of entering into agreements 
to ſell wheat at a cheap rate, or of dealing it out 
at a reduced price to their labourers : this prac- 
Lice, as far as it goes, is aggravating the evil 
it is meant to cure; it is riſking a famine to 
avoid a ſcarcity, If the adoption of ſuch a plan 
be partial and confined to a particular pariſh, 
5 neighbouring pariſh is diſcontented; if it 
4 becomes 
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becomes general, it encourages an undue con- 
ſumption. But far be it from any perſon to check 
the bounty of one individual at the preſent mo- 
ment; never was there a time when the poor man 
called more loudly for aſſiſtance: all we would 
do, ſhould he to direct it into the moſt uſeful 
channel. When the high price of wheaten bread, 
the ordinary food of -a great part of the people, 
places it, in a great degree, ont of their reach, 
the greateſt kindneſs to them as well as the moſt 
valuable charity, is to encourage the uſe of every 
ſubſtitute, and to deal out to them, with a liberal 
hand, any other article Wee to the ſuſte- 
nance of man. 
In all nations the high price of previ has 
been eagerly ſeized upon by tha diſaffected, as 
the readieſt inſtrument for promoting their views. 
They are aware that, while this ſubje& of com- 
plaint endures, many, who have no other feeling 
in common with them, will haſtily embrace ſome 
of their opinions, and enliſt, for a time at leaſt, 
under their banners. In this country the promo- 
ters of ſedition, who had hidden themſelves in 
holes and corners, in filent malignity, have not 
| ſuffered this opportunity entirely to eſcape; they 
| have in ſome places again put forth their heads, 
| have joined the clamours of the mob, and have 
been inſtrumental in leading them to the houſes, 
the mills, and the barns, of thoſe whom they 

2 choſe 
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choſe to brand with the character of monopoliſts. 


Such men know by experience, that, in this 


country, they never have ſo little chance of ſuccefs 
as when they depend upon the intrinfic merits of 
their own cauſe; they know how neceſſary it is 
for their purpoſe to preſs into their ſervice every 
diſcontent, and to mingle every complaint, from 
whatever ſource it may ariſe, with their pretended 
grievances; but, whatever may be the object of 
ſuch perſons, a moment's reflection muſt convince 
every honeſt man, that, in times of dearth and 
ſcarcity, nothing is ſo likely to leſſen thoſe evils, 
and to promote the object of his wiſhes, as the 
ſtricteſt obedience to the laws; and that tuauilt 
and commotion neceſſarily obſtruct thoſe channels 
through which the ſupply aft come, from whick 
he is to be fed. 

Upon the whole, there is no doubt that there 
is a deficiency of wheat at the preſent moment ; 
there is as little doubt that the means of ſup- 
plying it, or of alleviating its effects, are com- 
pletely within our reach. Large ſupplies, it is 
known, may be obtained from foreign parts, 
and Parliament has taken the meaſure of offering 
an encouraging bounty for the purpoſe of bring- 
ing them to this country ; the moſt economical 
plan in the uſe of wheat among the more opu- 
lent claſſes will undoubtedly, under the recom- 


mendation of our graciqus and Weg King, 
be 
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be readily adopted; meaſures are taking to 
render the fiſheries of our coaſts ſeryiceable to 
the food of the people; excellent herrings will 
very ſhortly be ſold in all the principal towns 
throughout the kingdom at a cheaper rate than 
any other article of proviſions; and the liberal 
encouragement held out by the Eaſt India Com- 
pany to the importers of rice, will furniſh a large 
ſupply before the next harveſt. All theſe con- 
fiderations tend to relieve our apprehenſions: and, 
upon the whole, there appears to be not only 
no danger of famine; but from the diſpoſition to 
meet the difficulty, which ſeems to manifeſt it- 
ſelf, there is reaſon to hope, that when the 
cauſes of high price, which have been ſtated to. 
apply peculiarly to the preſent moment, ceaſe to 
operate, the poorer claſſes of ſociety may be, in . 
a great meaſure, relieved from the. preſſure of 
that calamity which they now endure, 


December 10th, 1800, 


THE END. 


S. GosNeLL, Printer, 
Little Queen Street, Holborn. 
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